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PREFACE. 

may perhaps appear presumptuous in having come 
forward to render into Sanskrit the thougts of the 
immortal Bard of Avon, and I feel that my bold 
attempt needs a few words of explanation* 

A literature is often enriched by translations. This 
has been the case with almost all the languages of Europe* 
We have thus English versions of Greek and Latin poets- 
not to speak of the English renderings of modern works of 
note in the current languages of Europe. Similarly the 
writings of Shakespeare have been translated into German, 
French and other tongues. Some of the choicest works of the 
East have also been thus rendered into several languages of 
the West. Sakuutala has her admirers on the banks of the 
Danube as much as on the banks o the Ganges or the 
Cauvery. It is a pity that Sanskrit should not have been 
thus enriched the more so that it is peculiarly fitted for 
such a task by reason of its richness and pliability. 

It has been my long-cherished wish to render into 
Sanskrit some of the plays of Shakespeare. But a trans- 
lation in the form of a Sanskrit drama, is attended with 
difficulties, A Sanskrit drama, even if it should be a trans- 
lation, has to conform to a string of hard and fast rula. 
Failing in this respect, the work, no matter however good. 
is sureto offend the taste of Sanskrit Pandits, and a work 
like mine written in the first instance to give our Pandits a 
taste of Western- poetry will have no reason for its 
existence* 

Translation in narrative form is not so fettered ; but 
the feelings and dramatic effect are lost in such mete 
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tions. It is for this reason that Prof. BL H. Wilson has 
adopted the form of the English drama in translating Sans- 
krit Natakas. Following the same , plan a translation of 
Shakespeare should have the garb of a Sanskrit drama, 
though it may not be possible in every case to observe the 
rules laid down for Sanskrit Natakas. 

Generally translations are less effective than the 
originals ; much more should it be the case if they are 
Shakepeare's works. And in a first attempt of this kind 
Shakespeare must necessarily lose much of his original 
beauty, charm and grandeur. Yet this should not deter us 
from making the attempt. 

This work is an adaptation of Shakespeare's Mid- 
summer-night's Dream. The rendering is free in some 
places and literal in other places, without being detrimental 
to the general tenor of the passages in the original. The 
ideas are enlarged in some places, but the enlargement is 
p-enerally in keeping with the dominant feelings. There 
are deviations in details with a view to keep up the 
characteristics of the Sanskrit drama. Some few passages 
pregnant with such ideas as cannot be brought home to our 
Pandits have been omited 5 as also some passages which 
relate purely to Western habits and customs. I daresay 
men of greater capacity and learning than myself may 
produce a much happier and better translation of the 
same play. 

I have selected Midsummer-nights Dream at the 
oiitsetj since it is not long and most of the ideas in it are 
not unfamiliar to the best of our Pandits* This play of 
Shakespeare has 5 of all his plays 9 the most Oriental cast 
about it, and I have accordingly given Sanskrit names for 
all the characters in the play ; stich as *=j|q$jt for Theseus 9 



Ill 

for Egsus, ^*Rf for Lysander, TO*? for Demet- 
rius, srfte for Philostrate, V ^R$ for Quince, 3|OT for 
Bottom, TO for Snug, ^prfoJft for Flute, U^RF for Snout, 
F*T$ for Starveling, R$&sfr for Hippolyta, ^5^1 for 
fleraria, sN^Jft for Helena, sjffq for Oberon, RJ^fr for 
Titania, snftf for Puck or Robin goodfellow, 5T2RRT, sffatfr, 
j%5Tjrr an( ^ 'TTW'ff f r Peaseblossom, Mustarcbeed, Cobweb 
and Moth respectively. I trust that scholars will see some 
appropriateness in several of the names I have adopted. 

I sincerely hope that this essay of mine may induce 
abler scholars to take up the task, and, with far better 
success, introduce to the literatii of the East some of the 
most chaste and beautiful thoughts of the West. 

I ani greatly indebted to the Honorable A. Seshiah 
Sastriar Avergal, C, S. I, Dewan-Kegent of Pudukota, 
but for whose very kind patronage I should not hare been 
able to bring out this work. 

I thank my printers for the very neat style in which 
they have brought out the work. 

24th February 1892. } 

PUDUKOTA. / THE AUTHOR, 
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Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya o Kamakoti 
Peetham, Kumbakonam, it is decided to 
present free of cost to the purchasers of our edition 
of Brahmasutra Bhashya with Bhamati, Kalpataru and 
Parimala, a rare and hitherto unpublished comment- 
ary on Kalpataru called Abhoga ( srnfiPT:). This is 
a very valuable commentary, evidently written after 
a perusal of the Parimala. It will surely be very 
helpful to the readers of *the PanchagranthL From 
the 5th part forwards we will give 3 additional 
formes o this Abhoga at the end of each part. In 
printing this Abhoga we have noted marginally the 
number of the plages of Kalpataru (our edition) to 
facilitate reference. Besides the above precious com- 
mentary a very elaborate and useful Table of Contents 
is being prepared for each of the four works, viz., 
Bhashja, Bhamati^ Kalpataru and Parimala. These 
Tables are expected to come up to about 80 pages and 
these also would be sent free of cost to the purchasers 
of the Sri Vani Vilas Edition. 
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formes of this Abhoga at the end of each part. In 
printing this Abhoga we have noted marginally the 
number of the pages of Kalpataru (our edition) to 
facilitate reference. Besides the above precious com- 
mentary a very elaborate and useful Table of Contents 
is being prepared for each of the four works, viz., 
Bhashya, Bhamati, Kalpataru and Parimala. These 
Tables are expected to come up to about 80 pages and 
these also would be sent free of cost to the purchasers 
of the Sri Vani Vilas Edition. 
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Ready for Sale. 

Very useful to Sanskrit scholars* 

1. Raghuvamsavimarsa by B. Krisbnamacbariar -M.A., 
Vidyanidbi, witb a nrnp of tbe route of Kaghu, / J?e* 

2. Vararuchi Tbe story of (in simple Sanskrit Prose 

by B. Krishnamacbariar M.A. Price ^ annas. Postage 
extra. 

3. Meghasandesavimarsa by B. Krisbnaniaehariar M.A., 

Vidyanidhi, ^vvith several balf ton pictures and a map of 
the route of tbe Cloud messenger. Price / jRitfpee. 

Apply to 

THE MANAGEB, 

Sabridaya OJBfice, 
Ormes Boad, Kilpauk Post, Madras W 




READY FOR SALE. 

Dharmakutam 

READY PART II. 
To the end of BALAKANDAM. 

is a rare work hitherto unpublished. 
The author is one Tryambakai^aya 
Makhi a minister at the Court of King 
Ekkoji of Tanjore. The manuscript of the 
book was found only in the Tanjore Palace 
Library. The work consists of six dissertations 
In Sanskrit on the six: kandas of Sri Valmiki 
Harnayana. The object of these lectures is to 
convince the public that the Ramayana is not a 
mere chronicle of the life of Sri Rama but 
that it is chiefly intended to inculcate a right 
conception of one's Dharrna. Each incident 
therein depicted, each portrayal of character is 
chiefly intended to expound some one or other 
of the several aspects of Dharma. The lectures 
are all in very simple flowing- style easily 
understandable by all, full of excerpts from the 
Dharma sastras in justification of the interpreta- 
tions given of the Ramayana. The sample 
pages would give a clear idea that this kind of 
inteepreting the Hamayatia, not as a mere epic 
detailing the story of Rama but as an allegory 
teaching morals and duty, was a desideratum up 
to now* The author who seems to have lived 
in the seventeenth century has performed his task 
in such a marvellously lucid manner that when 
we read the manuscript we became very eager 
to print and publish it at once. Since we found 
the lectures worth earnest study we resolved to 
print them in a most handy form and to publish 
them in parts so that the public may not have to 
wait till they; are completely printed. The sizie 
of the book is Royal 16mo. Each part consists 
of two hundred, pages and is priced at Ro *! 
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Ready for Sale. 

Very useful .to Sanskrit scholars. 

1 Raghuvamsavimarsa by B. Krishna-macbariar M.A., 
Vidyanidhi, with a map of the route of Baghu. / Re* 

2. Vararuchi The story of (in simple Sanskrit Prose 
by R. Krishnamachariar M.A. Price 4 annms. Postage 
extra. 

3 Meghasandesavimarsa by B. Krishnamachariar M.A., 
Yidyanidhi, \vith several half tone pictures and a map of 
the. route of the Oloud messenger. Price 1 'Rupee. . 

Apply to 

THE '.MANAGER, 

Sahridaya Office, 
1/3 Ort^s Road, Kilpauk Post, Madras W 




READY FOR SALE. 

Dharmakutam 

READY PART II. 
To the end of BALAKANOAM. 
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IBamayana, The object of these lectures is to 
convince the public that the !R.amayaiia is not a 
mere chronicle of the life of Sri Rama "but 
that it is chiefly intended to inculcate a right 
cjonceptioiri of one's 'Dhttrrrm. Each incident 
depicted, each portrayal of 'character is 
chiefly intended to expound some one or other 
of the several aspects of Dharrna. The lectures 
all in very simple flowing style easily 
understandable by all, full o excerpts from the 
Dharma sastrns in justification of the interpreta- 
tions given of* the Itarnayzma* The 
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